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Winter Preparations 

Getting Ready for Winter 

 

I’m sure I am not alone when I look at the photo on the front cover of the little bee wrapped up in a hat and scarf and wish all my 

bees were as suitably kitted out for the winter! Although, with a great turnout for the Winter Preparation course on August 15th we 

have got our bees as well prepared as we can for the cold weather to come, even without the knitted hats! The beautiful photo of 

Jane’s bees collecting the late season nectar and pollen from Ivy is a great sign your bees are preparing themselves well too – they 

know how to do it better than we do for sure. 

 

As we discussed on the 15th, Isolation Starvation, often more so than the cold, is one reason why our colonies 

will not survive the winter so, in preparation for this, John Daffern our secretary has been doing a roaring 

trade in stores of fondant, a very sticky job indeed, taking a massive lump and carving it up into 1kg blocks for 

members at the great price of £2 per block. Do contact John if you need any. 

 

An even more sticky job, but Alison and Paul recommend this very easy fondant recipe if you want to have a go yourself: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Ingredients 

• 4kg white granulated sugar (NEVER 

use brown or unrefined sugar as it 

will do your bees harm) 

 

• 1 litre water 

 

• 5ml liquid glucose (optional, keeps it 

supple, find it in most supermarkets) 

 

• 1tsp white or cider vinegar        

 

 

 

 

Method 

1. Put all ingredients into a thick bottomed pan and bring to the boil stirring 

constantly 

2. Cover the pan and simmer for 5 minutes 

3. Remove the lid and continue to boil until it reaches 112oC. This is the “soft 

ball” stage where a drop of the mixture dripped into cold water forms a 

pliable ball. 

4. Put the base of the pan into a bowl of cold water and cool to 93o 

5. Beat the mixture until it becomes creamy and light by hand or with an 

electric mixer. As it cools further it can be kneaded by hand as for bread 

dough. 

6. Pour into shallow moulds. 

7. Cover with plastic film and store in a cool dry place. 

                              



The BBKA national Honey Show in October was a great day out – 

book up for next year’s event 22-24 October, Sandown Park 

Racecourse, Esher, Surrey, KT10 9AJ. Your BBKA magazine will no 

doubt be publishing reminders through the year also.  

 

The stand here shows the Bees Abroad Charity, you can find out 

more at www.beesabroad.org.uk which is a great charity looking to 

relieve poverty in any part of the world through beekeeping.  

 

 

Looking at the jewelry stall in this photo made me smile as I write this newsletter with Christmas just a few days behind me. How 

many of you received bee-related gifts for Christmas I wonder? Here’s a few of my gifts… 

 

Paul, our treasurer and membership secretary will also now be greeting you. With a bee welcome 

mat… 

 

And John has been eyeing up a different type of hive related 

product… 

  

 

 

This year was very busy behind the scenes and a huge thankyou to Paul Cassidy for his hard work and patience dealing with the vast 

amount of paperwork required to secure the change from HWBKA to HWBKA CIO with our very own charitable status. There will be 

a joint final AGM of the old association and first AGM of the new CIO on the 15th January. In order for you to be able to vote at the 

CIO meeting, it’s really important that you apply for your membership before the 15th. For those on country memberships, if you are 

now keeping bees you will need to change to a full membership to secure your insurance. Please look out for the reminder email. 

 



The Hertford Market has seen many visitors this year with Mike Cook stepping up 

nobly to man the stall every second Saturday come rain or shine. Pictured here at 

the last main market before Christmas, we managed to raise a healthy 

contribution to the equipment for the new apiary. As Mike will be stepping down 

from his role in 2020, taking a well-earned retirement after decades of 

beekeeping, training countless new beekeepers and providing mentoring support 

in addition to selling surplus honey supplies on the market, we will be making 

plans for the future of the market stall to ensure it serves the two primary 

objectives of our CIO: 

1. To promote and further the craft of beekeeping within the area defined broadly as the towns of Hertford and Ware and 

their surrounding villages and countryside. 

2. To advance the education of the public within the area in the importance of bees in the environment.   

 

Please do come along to the next committee meeting scheduled Wednesday 29th January (see events below) if you would like to 

share your ideas about bringing these 2 objectives to life throughout this year. We’re constantly on the lookout for people to bring 

their life and work skills to support the small committee and would love to see you there to catch up and talk bees. Please feel free 

to join any of the discussions or contact John, Stuart, Paul or myself for ideas how you can get involved.  

 

So, looking forward to 2020, there are a number of great opportunities to get involved, to further your understanding of 

beekeeping and places to visit to share your knowledge with like-minded bee folks. Do please get out your calendars and sign up to 

one or more of the events below, I have personal experience of most of them and can highly recommend them as good use of your 

time.  

 

Many thanks 

 

 

Jo Humphries 

Chairman, Hertford and Ware BKA CIO 

 

 

 



Forthcoming HWBKA Events 

January 

Wednesday 15th Final AGM HWBKA and First AGM HWBKA CIO 8-10pm  The Old Barge, Folly Island, Hertford 

Wednesday 29th  HWBKA CIO committee meeting   8-10pm  The Old Barge 

  Plus, New Season Preparation Discussion     

  Led by guest speaker Malcolm  

February   

Wednesday 26th HWBKA CIO committee meeting   8-10pm  The OId Barge 

 

March 

Sunday 29th  Beginners Training Session 1 (Sun Group)  10am-12noon The OId Barge 

 

April 

Wednesday 1st Beginners Training Session 1 (Wed group)  7:30-9:30pm The Old Barge 

Sunday 5th Beginners Training Session 2 (Sun Group)  10am-12noon The OId Barge 

Wednesday 8th Beginners Training Session 2 (Wed group)  7:30-9:30pm The Old Barge 

Sunday 19th Beginners Training Session 3 (Sun Group)  10am-12noon Apiary 

Sunday 26th Beginners Training Session 3 (Wed Group)  10am-12noon Apiary 

  

May 

Wednesday 20th  HWBKA CIO committee meeting   8-10pm  The Old Barge 

Every Sunday Open Hive     10am-12noon Apiary 

 

Forthcoming Events run by neighbouring associations 

 

Use of Microscopes in Beekeeping Appreciation Taster Day (HBKA CIO) 

Sunday 26th January      (tbc)  UoH Bayfordbury 

Cost £50 including equipment and materials, buffet lunch 

 

New Season Preparation and Refresher Course (run by Welwyn BKA) 

Wednesdays: 26th Feb, 4th & 11th March    7pm (tbc) Peartree Hall 

You need to have kept bees for 1+ years 

Cost £15 to cover hall hire and refreshment 

Contact Mike Goodhew directly to book    mike.goodhew@ntlworld.com 

 

Swarm Collecting (run by Welwyn BKA) 

Tuesday 31st March      7pm (tbc) Peartree Hall 

Cost £5 to cover hall hire and refreshment  

Contact Mike Goodhew directly to book    mike.goodhew@ntlworld.com 

 

Basic Assessment Preparation Course (run by Welwyn BKA) 

Wednesdays 18th & 25th March, 1st April    7pm (tbc) Peartree Hall 

Useful 3 evening course for those with 2-3 years experience 

Optional assessment to attain the Basic Beekeeping Certificate 

Cost of course £15 to cover Hall Hire and refreshments 

Contact Mike Goodhew directly to book    mike.goodhew@ntlworld.com 

 

mailto:mike.goodhew@ntlworld.com
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Nosema Testing and Monitoring (HBKA CIO) 

Saturday 4th April      (tbc)  UoH Bayfordbury 

Bring along a sample of bees to test for Nosema 

 

Healthy Bee Day (HBKA CIO) 

Saturday 16th May      (tbc)  UoH Bayfordbury 

A number of free places available  

Presentations from regional bee inspectors  

Good husbandry practices to reduce risks of pests/disease 

Practical, eyes on diseases 

 

South East Herts BKA Beginners Course 

6x 2-hour sessions starting 22nd March 2020,    (tbc)  Hoddesdon Methodist Church 

Cost £50 

Contact Peter Cairns directly to book    Peter.cairns1@ntlworld.com 

 

 

Key Contacts 

 

Here’s a list of association members who should be able to help you with any query you have: 

 

Chairman:     Jo Humphries  chairman@hwbees.org.uk 07801 948979 

Secretary:     John Daffern  secretary@hwbees.org.uk 07808 142096 

Treasurer and Membership Secretary: Paul Cassidy  treasurer@hwbees.org.uk 07887 527463 

Swarm Support:     John Daffern   secretary@hwbees.org.uk 07808 142096 

StuartYork  stuart.york@live.co.uk  07944 860462 

Oliver Riley  olriley@hotmail.com  07816 068450 

     Jo Humphries  as above 

 

Other Contact Options 

Please contact John Daffern to be added to the WhatsApp group 

Find us on www.hwbees.org.uk  

Tweet on @HWBeekeepers or find us on facebook 

The only thing we ask is that you use the social media for bee related items only, otherwise we lose the buzz ☺. 
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